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visited, as he crawled out of a half finished wooden
tub whose inside he was smoothing down with a
plane. "What good is a bath tub if you have to
leave it behind? The landlord won't give you
anything for it because his next tenant is sure
to have his own/' he continued as he extolled the
virtues of his wooden tubs. He is glad that the
fad for square tubs has disappeared, "Most un-
sensible, these square tubs. They rot at the
comers/' he commented. But then he is a con-
servative tub architect for he came from Kyoto
where the old, round style is still prevalent. In
Lzumo, where Korean influence is noticeable,
great pottery jars are in use in some places.
The problem of the round, pottery or stone
tub is definitely a strategic one, the point being to
get into it without missing one's aim. Boards
are placed at the bottom to keep one's feet from
roasting. The devilish boards float uncertainly
between the surface and the bottom. Without
the boards the bottom would be unbearable, for
the water in all Japanese tubs, unless it comes
from natural hot springs, is heated after it is in
the tub by means of a fire box placed under the
contraption. Once these boxes were of tempera-
mental cast iron, but now that they have been
improved the old ostracism has disappeared and
13